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Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience.  Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against 
one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.  And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were 
called to peace.  And be thankful.  Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God.  And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. (Colossians 
3:12-17 (NIV)) 
 

John Wesley gave us three simple rules:  

1. Do No Harm  

2. Do Good 

3. Love God    

Following these rules seems like it should 
be simple enough, but it is not that easy.  
We are human after all, and we mess up 
from time to time.  But following these 
rules can change us and the world so we 

need to try as best we can.  Think of the 
rules all of the time so that they become 
embedded in your mind.  Let them guide 

you as you go about your daily routine. 
 

Do no harm does not mean just physical 
harm.  We need to be careful of the words 
we speak and the actions we do for they 
can be harmful as well.  We need to ask 
ourselves, "Will the words I am about to 
say, or the action I am about to do be 

harmful to anyone?"   
 

Doing good implies that we will do good to 
everyone, even our enemies.  Try to do 
something good before being asked to help 

out.  
 

Loving God means practicing spiritual dis-
ciplines that will keep you in relationship 
with Him.  For you this could be going to 
church, prayer, and bible study.  The more 

time we spend with Him, the more our re-

lationship will grow. 
 

The rules need to be followed together.  
You can't be harming people and not doing 
good, and say you are in a loving relation-
ship with God.  Try your best to follow the 
rules.  Start with a change in yourself and 
who knows, you might just change the 

world! 
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Three Simple Rules To Live By  

Greetings, 

As I write this column, I find myself being a bit distracted as I am also listening to the 

coverage of the Summer Olympics on television.  The foundation of the Olympics is the 
principle that all those that participate are coming together despite their differences, to 
give their very best.  God gave His very best when He sent His Son Jesus Christ as the 
new covenant between God and man.  Jesus Christ gave His very best when in perfect 
obedience; He took the punishment that was meant for you and me.  We as Christians 
are called upon to give our very best, however, the question begs to be asked, are you 
giving God your very best?  Are you giving Him the very best of your prayers, your pres-

ence, your gifts and your service?  

Godõs blessing to all, 

Pastor Susan 

A Moment with Pastor Susan  

The Rock  
ñThen Samuel took a stone and set it up between 
Mizpah and Shen.  He named it Ebenezer, 
saying, "Thus far has the Lord helped us."  

1 Samuel 7:12 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
       Open hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors.  



Page 2 The Rock 

How to Pack a Shoe Box  

1. SHOE BOX 

Use an empty shoe box (standard size, please) or a small plastic 

container. You can wrap the box (lid separately), but wrapping is 

not required. Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive 

your gift. 
 

2. BOY OR GIRL? 

Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the 

childõs age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14.  Shoe Box labels are 

available in the church vestibule. Mark the correct age category 

on the label, and tape the label to the top of your box. 
 

3. FILL WITH GIFTS 

Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a child.  Use the gift ideas provided on the bottom of this 

page. 
 

4. INCLUDE YOUR DONATION 

Please donate $7 or more for each shoe box you prepare to help cover shipping and other project costs. You can 

give online by using our EZGIVE option, or you can write a check to Samaritanõs Purse (note òOCCó on memo line) 

and place it in an envelope on top of the gift items inside your box. If you or your family are preparing more than 

one shoe box, please make one combined donation. 
 

5. DROP OFF 

Shoe Boxes will be collected Sunday November 16 . 

 

GIFT IDEAS 

TOYS  

small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that 

light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.  

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calcula-

tors, coloring and picture books, etc.  

 

HYGIENE ITEMS  

toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.  

 
OTHER  

Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps; sunglasses, hair 

clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries)  

 

A PERSONAL NOTE  

In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. (If you include 

your name and address, the child may write back.)  

 

DO NOT INCLUDE:  

Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-

date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or glass containers; 

aerosol cans 



Building and Property Guidelines  

The Administrative Board approved the following guidelines for the use of the Ebenezer Church building and prop-

erty, effective August 3, 2008.  A contract form must be completed for all non-church related activities.  The form 

is available in the church vestibule or at www.EbenezerUMCofBerwick.org.   Approval for use must be granted by 

Susan Knorr - Pastor, Clyde Naugle - Chairperson of Trustees, and Karen Slusser - Lay Leader. 

 

Conditions:  

1. All individuals (including members) must receive permission to use the church facilities for all non-church re-

lated activities.  Permission must be received from the Chairperson of the Trustees, Lay Leader, and Pastor one 

month in advance of date of use. 

2. Only church members may temporarily remove tables, chairs or other property for personal use.  Permission 

must be received from the Chairperson of the Trustees and Lay Leader so that it does not conflict with a 

scheduled church event. 

3. Individuals are prohibited from using church supplies (paper plates, napkins, paper cups, coffee, other food 

items, etc...). 

4. The use of bird seed, rice, confetti, is prohibited.  Bubbles may be used, but must remain outside the church 

building. 

5. Smoking, alcohol, and illegal drugs are not permitted to be used anywhere on church property (inside or out). 

6. Individuals are responsible to leave the church property in the condition it was in prior to use.  All garbage 

must be removed from property.  All furniture is to be returned to proper positions. 

 

Fees: (Fees do not apply for the Pastor, church members, and children of members.  However, a monetary gift to 

offset utilities would be appreciated.) 

1. $125.00 for use of the sanctuary. 

2. $125.00 for use of the social room. 

3. Payment must be made to the church treasurer one month in advance of date of use.  Payment is refundable 

only if the event is cancelled.  Checks should be made payable to Ebenezer United Methodist Church. 

Upcoming Special Offerings  

Z October 5, World Communion Sunday  - Impacting a life, church, community and nation at one time is no 

easy task. However, the World Communion Sunday offering does just that by nurturing students to lead, today 

and in the future.  World Communion Sunday gives Christians a time to share in the sacrament and then to 

serve God through scholarships for U.S. (racial- and ethnic-minority) and international students.. These schol-

arships enable people from around the world to serve and lead in their home churches and communities by 

making higher education a reality.  Fifty percent of the offering goes to World Communion Scholarships of the 

General Board of Global Ministries. This program provides scholarships for students of mission partner insti-

tutions in advanced studies (masterõs or doctoral) preparing them for leadership in church and society. Priority 

areas of mission include elimination of poverty, expansion of global health, leadership and congregational de-

velopment.  We can make a difference for the future by preparing and nurturing the students of today. World 

Communion Sunday is integral to making a difference. 

Z November 30, United Methodist Student Day - Every year, we hear: òTuition costs are increasing.ó For many 

United Methodist students, the continuous increase places an enormous financial burden that many cannot 

assume. However, through the United Methodist Student Day offering, we can prepare students to unite faith 
with knowledge.  Each year, the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry awards scholarships and 

loans to students attending United Methodist and other accredited colleges and universities through the 

United Methodist Student Day offering. In addition, a portion of the United Methodist Student Day offering is 

returned to annual conferences for merit scholarship awards to students of their choosing.  For many stu-

dents, this financial assistance is critical to attaining higher education. Each year the number of applicants 

continues to rise ð furthering the need for more financial assistance. Imagine being able to provide assistance 

for everyone. That is the goal of United Methodist Student Day. 
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Fall Festival - October 25 @ 5pm  Calendar of Events  
All events at Ebenezer unless otherwise noted.  

SEPTEMBER  

Sunday, September 7  - Special Missions Envelopes 

Saturday, September 13  @ 8 AM - Prayer Breakfast  

Sunday, September 14  - Food Bank Sunday 

Sunday, September 28  @10 AM - Orangeville Nursing 
&  Rehabilitation Center 

OCTOBER  

Sunday, October 5  - Special Missions Envelopes 

Sunday, October 5  - World Communion Sunday Offer-
ing 

Saturday, October 11  @ 8 AM - Prayer Breakfast  

Sunday, October 12  - Food Bank Sunday 

Tuesday, October 14  @ 7 PM - Trustees Meeting 

Saturday, October 25 @ 5PM - Fall Festival òSlime 
Timeó 

Sunday, October 26  - Building Fund Sunday 

NOVEMBER  

Sunday, November 2 - Special Missions Envelopes 

Sunday, November 2  @ 3 PM - Administrative Board 

Saturday, November 8  @ 8 AM - Prayer Breakfast 

Sunday, November 9  - Food Bank Sunday 

Sunday, November 23  - F.R.A.N. Sunday 

Wednesday,  November 26  @ 7 PM - Thanksgiving 
Eve Service, Location to be announce 

Sunday, November 30  - Mission Sunday  

Sunday, November 30  - UM Student Day Special Of-
fering  

Sunday, November 30  - Charge Conference at Stone 
(See information to the left) 

 

Every Sunday:  Worship 8:30 ñSunday School 9:45  

We want to be the light of 

Christ in the darkness this 

Halloween--and share his pow-
erful love with our church and 

community!  Kids will grow and 

know more about Jesus--

and will have a great time in-

teracting with guests as they 

laugh, play games, and hear 

about God's love.  Food, candy, 

and prizes! 

Do you have items for the 

Winter Issue of òThe Rockó 

DEADLINE:  November 23, 2008 

Please submit to Ebenezer.UMC@verizon.net 

Offerings* & Ministry Expenses  

June  

Offerings:   $6,255.00 

Expenses:  $5,103.08 

July    

Offerings:   $2,931.00 

Expenses:  $4,134.34 

August  

Offerings:   $5,062.57 

Expenses:  $3,874.99 

* Does not reflect special offerings for Building Fund or Memorial Fund 

Invite a Friend, Relative, Associate, or Neighbor to Wor-

ship.  Following the worship service, a time of fellowship 

will be held. 

F.R.A.N. Sunday - November 23  

Charge Conference - November 30  

Columbia Circuit Charge Conference will be held at Stone 

UMC on November 23.  All members are encouraged to 

attend this very important event. 

11 AM - Please join us for a special service with 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Salsgiver, Lewisburg District Su-

perintendent 

12:30 PM - Covered Dish Luncheon 

2 PM - Charge Conference 

Youth Fellowship  

Thanks to all that supported the car wash on August 30.  A special thank you to Melonieõs 

Kold Kup for providing a location as well as for providing lunch.  We will be purchasing 

items with the proceeds to benefit Operation Christmas Child.  A shopping trip will be 

planned for sometime in October.  Watch for more information. 



Gideons International  

Ron Lahr from Gideons International was our Missions 

speaker on June 29.  He expresses his gratitude in the 

following letter:  

Dear Pastor Knorr: 

     On behalf of the Gideons of Columbia County 
thank you for the opportunity on Sunday to pre-
sent the Gideon ministry to your congregation.  It 

was a joy for me to be part of the service. 

     On behalf of the Gideons International, I want 
to express my sincere thanks to you and your con-
gregation for your support of the Lordõs work.  The 
funds that were given in the amount of $1438  is 
tangible evidence of the love your people have for 
making the Word of God available to those who 
otherwise may not have a copy.  This will enable 

1065 Testaments to be purchased and placed.  
We can pray that many precious souls will come to 
a saving faith in Lord Jesus Christ as  a result of 

these Scriptures being distributed. 

     We especially appreciate your prayerful support 
for this ministry.  Thank you again for the privilege 

of representing the Gideons in your church. 

In Christ love, 

Ron Lahr 

Camp Victory  

On August 31, Jamie Huntley from Camp Victory was 

our Missions speaker.  òA Special Camp for Special 

Kidsó currently has 22 individual camps designed to 

help children deal with special needs.  Jamie shared 

with us a special video showing us these children ex-

pressing in their own words what Camp Victory means 

to them.  It is a place where they can be with other 

children with the same needs allowing them to become 

mutually supportive, giving each other confidence, 
courage, and self-esteem.  An offering of $863  was re-

ceived.  More information can be found online at 

www.campvictory.org.  

  

Special Mission Envelope Sundays  

At the August 3 Administrative Board Meeting it was 

decided that we would begin supporting two additional  
missions on a monthly basis: Columbia County Volun-

teers in Medicine and Ministry to Missionaries.  Both 

will receive $50  a month.  We will also continue to 

support Carl and Caroline Kishbaugh at $100  per 

month.  The  Special Mission Envelope Sundays which 

are the first Sunday of the month will be used to fund 

this ministry.   

 

 

 

 

Take a Bite Out of Hunger  

Food Bank Sunday is the second Sunday of each 

month.  Below is a list of items the Food Bank needs 
most.  Please try to select products not in glass con-

tainers if possible.  Thank you for taking part in this 

special ministry.  Items collected will be taken to the 

Berwick Salvation Army.  

  

Operation Christmas Child  

Sunday, November 16 we will 

be collecting Shoe Boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child.  If 

you are interested in taking 

part in this mission, please see  

page 2 for detailed information 

on òHow to Pack a Shoe Boxó. 
  

Brighter Christmas Fund  

Are you taking part in Brighter Christ-

mas 2008?  As of Sunday, September 

7, you should have set aside thirty-

eight dollars.  We will collect the enve-

lopes on Sunday, November 30.  Enve-

lopes are still available in the church 

vestibule.  

 

 

Missions Committee  

Carol Wall, Chairperson 

Pastor Susan Knorr 

Nick Fester 

Tracey Oman 

Gena Slusser 

Karen Slusser 

Upcoming Mission 

Sunday 

November 30  

Missions Update  
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Cereals 

Granola Bars 

100% Fruit Juices 

Peanut Butter 

Canned Chicken 

Canned Fish 

Apple Sauce 

Canned Fruits 

Soups 

Pastas 

Grated Cheese 

Canned Sauces 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Beans 

Rice 

Instant Potatoes 

Boxed Skillet Dinners 

Boxed Mac & Cheese 



9/2 Ed Knorr 

9/10 Sharon Fester 

9/11 Austin Slusser 

9/13 Dianne Mordan 

9/16 Gena Slusser 

9/18 Kelly Knorr 

9/18 Erma Jeanne Young 

9/21 Jolene Shaffer 

9/21 Donna Livzey 

9/30 Karen Slusser 

10/3 Kent Shelhamer, Jr. 

10/7 Eli Slusser 

10/14 Leon Eckroth 

11/13 Nicholas Fester 

11/26 Trent OõNeil 

11/27 Carol Wall 

 

11/28 Paula Samelski 

11/30 Kent Shelhamer, Sr. 

 

 

Kurt & Wendy Slusser 9/22/2001 

Kent & Karen Slusser 10/5/1991 

Gene & Sylvia Powlus 10/11/1952 

Kermit & Mavis Heller 10/11/1952 

 

 

Ron Corona, Sr. 

Rev. Charles Hess 

Rev. James Kremer 

Steve Livziey 

Arlene Shaffer 

Steven Shannon, Jr. 

William Slusser 

Pastor and Leaders of Columbia 

Circuit 

Birthdays  
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Anniversaries  

Prayer List  

Is your birthday/anniversary 

incorrect or missing? 

 

Let Us Know! 

687 State Route 93 

Berwick, PA  18603 

Ebenezer United 

 Methodist Church 

Open hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors. 


